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WELCOME
TO YEAR 6!
FOUR DAYS OF ….
f i l m s  •  a r t  •  c u l t u r e
i d e a s  a n d  n e t w o r k
international & nigerian
i n d e p e n d e n t  m o v i e s
global exchange and unity
galas • galleries • parties
w o r k s h o p s  &  d i a l o g u e

the best new cinema from around the globe 

IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09



f o r e w o r d  b y 
HOSSEIN FARMANI 

We are pleased to welcome you to the 6th AnnuAl IOn InternAtIOnAl FIlm FestIvAl. As a touring festival we are always 
looking for new international talent. This year our search has landed us in POrt HArCOurt, nIgerIA marking our first ever 
event in Africa. It seems only fit for ION to hold this year’s festival in Nigeria, with its ocean of blooming and undiscovered talent. 
It will be an event celebrating world cinema with a lens firmly focused on Nollywood.  

ION International Film Festival has always pushed IndePendent FIlms FrOm ArOund tHe wOrld and this year will be 
no different. We are reaching out to more countries and filmmakers than ever before with the help of ION Ambassadors stationed in 
over five continents. What better place to plant the seeds of global cinema than in the second largest film industry in the world.

It is ION’s mission to promote PeACe and unity tHrOugH Arts, culture and international films, and to acknowledge the 
selfless efforts of humanitarian aid workers from around the globe, in particular those within Nigeria. We have set aside one day 
of the festival to honour and award these people for all of their hard work in making this world a better place to live. 

Lastly, ION International Film Festival promotes continuing education through the arts. In order to help facilitate this 
we will be conducting courses on various aspects of the film industry, all of these courses will be taught by accredited 
industry professionals.  

We at ION International Film Festival are related to invite the world to share with us the warm, charm and charisma of Nigeria, its 
people and culture.  

i o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i l m  f e s t i v a l

PORTHARCOURT09
i o n at  a  g l a n c e

date
9th to 12th of december 2009

LoCation
port harcourt

FiLM ForeCast 
50 + independent films from
nigeria and around the globe

attendanCe ForeCast
2,000 + 15,000 = 17.000+

edUCationaL ProGraMs
7+ hands-on workshops 
music composition • documentary 

c i n e m at o g r a p h y  • l i g h t i n g 

networking • budgeting • financing
directing music videos

HUManitarian PaneL
1+ 

F i L M  C a t e G o r i e s
12+ narrative feature • narrative 
short  • documentary feature
documentary short • animation
student films • short student films
youth project • humanitarian 
mus ic v ideos  • dis na 9ja 

nollywood our own 

f i l m  s c r e e n i n g s

workshops & discussion fora with 
filmmakers following film screenings

gala nights • networking events • cocktail parties

panels with filmmakers and industry guests

 every day from 10am to 10pm

 every day 

 every day 

 every day 



ABOUT ION
In the tradition of the Cannes Film Festival and the Venice Film Festival, ION International Film Festival honours individuals for 
their outstanding achievements in filmmaking, promoting the art of filmmaking and encouraging new artists to emerge. 
ION has rapidly developed a reputation for bringing awareness to individuals and organizations that are creating socially 
relevant films that positively impact our world. 

ION International Film Festival was established in 2004 by Chris Davies of Shout Studios and in 2007 it was acquired by the 
Farmani Group. The Farmani Group is the founder of several charities and art-related businesses and organizations, including 
the award-winning VUE magazine, The Lucie Awards® (the Oscars of photography), Design Awards™, Green Dot Awards†, 
Hospitality Awards™, International Photography Awards®, Px3-PRIX DE LA PHOTOGRAPHIE PARIS, London Creative 
Competition (LICC)™, Art For New York, Farmani Gallery, aNet Communications, Focus on AIDS, and FYIdesign.

ION International Film Festival is a touring festival that is dedicated to promoting independent films, documentaries, animation, 
music videos and student films.

Each year ION is held in a different location in an effort to promote global awareness and unity. IONIFF 2007 was hosted 
in Hollywood, in 2008 it was celebrated in Dubai. This year Port Harcourt will host IONIFF and from there the festival will 
move to Istanbul in 2010.

ION International Film Festival invites ardent industry professionals, film lovers and audiences to experience the art and 
passion of some of the world’s most talented filmmakers in one of the world’s most vibrant locations, Port Harcourt.

ioniff is CreatinG
A glObAl NEtwORk tHAt cONNEctS
people + films + cities

ioniff PORTHARCOURT09 
brings along glAMOuR • AwARENESS 
lIgHtS • cAMERAS • FlASHES
to one of the most
unknown enterta inment 
industries in the world
n o l ly w o o d !

ioniff is the perfect 
platform to celebrate 
lOcAl ANd INtERNAtIONAl
FIlM tAlENtS while bringing
internationaL sPotLiGHt
tO NOllywOOd & NIgERIA

OUR MISSION
To provide a platform to feature the world’s finest filmmakers, to discover new and emerging 
talents and to promote the humanitarian and socially conscious efforts of individuals from 
around the globe.



ioniff infocus

nigerian & worldwide 
f i l m m a k e r s
AwARdEd INStRuctORS 
F O R  w O R k S H O p S
globally recognized 
h u m a n i ta r i a n  p a n e l
film industry guests
N I g E R I A N & I N t E R N At I O N A l 
C e L e b r i t i e s
juRy MEMbERS INcludINg 
pROMINENt INduStRy pERSONAlItIES
local & international 
press

IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09 is pleased to present to its unique assembly of affluent and trend-conscious artists, industry 
professionals and media representatives its 2009 film categories.
**youth project special selection of films produced by filmmakers under the age of 18. This category encourages individual or
team work. Exclusive for Nigerians and films must represent Nigeria or the host city on a cultural level.
**dis-na-9ja special category to create a bridge between Nigeria (9ja) and the world. Nigerians telling their stories and sharing their world with the world.
A mirror of the Nigerian culture, character and society. Exclusive for Nigerians.
**nollywood our own special category for Nigerian filmmakers showcasing the popular Nollywood genre.
For Nigerian submissions go to www.omcomm.org or submit your film to Omcomm Ltd. 48 Ali Akilu Crescent, Asokoro, Abuja – Nigeria
For international submissions www.ionfilmfest.com or www.withoutabox.com

Galas, cocktail parties and other glamorous events will accompany the 4-days celebration of IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09, offering 
phenomenal networking opportunities and open dialogue with highly intelligent, creative, inquisitive industry professionals. 

This is the grand ceremony opening the 4-DAYS FESTIVAL to the Nigerian and international audience. Honours will be presented 
to Festival celebrities.

A black-tie red carpet event is IONIFF AWARDS NIGHT for international and Nigerian filmmakers as well as for the humanitarian 
panel members. This is the closing event of IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09.

IONIFF is committed to education and capacity building programs to ignite artistic and technical imagination in the next 
generation of filmmakers. IONIFF believes in the power of making a difference in the world through the art of filmmaking. 
IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09 will attract talented industry professionals to inspire, stimulate and support independent film artists 
from Nigeria and around the world.

IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09 is a festival for the people and with the people, reinforcing its commitment to grassroots involvement 
and local talents empowerment. 

 FIlM cAtEgORIES

 EVENtS

 OpENINg NIgHt gAlA
• OFFIcIAl FIlMS SElEctION 
• FIlMMAkERS

• SpONSORS

• ScREENINg ANd AwARd 
 FOR yOutH pROjEct

• HuMANItARIAN 
 pANEl pRESENtAtION

 clOSINg NIgHt gAlA    

 wORkSHOpS
•  HANdS ON wORkSHOpS

• tEcHNIcAl SESSIONS   
 wItH ExpERtS

• tAlkbAckS wItH wORld
 RENOwNEd & NOllywOOd  
 pERSONAlItIES

 OutdOOR ScREENINgS   

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Entertainment industry professionals from around the world, filmmakers, film students,  
 film instructors, celebrities, enthusiasts, amateurs, local and international press

• 2000 + international entries from professional and amateur filmmakers, and this year
  the premiere from Nollywood moviemakers

• ION International Film Festival gala attendees include award-winning directors,   
 producers, writers, movie stars, composers, cinematographers and the media

• IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09 will host an international and domestic audience of    
 approximately 300 entertainment industry guests

• NARRAtIVE FEAtuRE

• NARRAtIVE SHORt

• dOcuMENtARy FEAtuRE

• dOcuMENtARy SHORt

• ANIMAtION 
• yOutH pROjEct **

• HuMANItARIAN

• MuSIc VIdEOS

• dIS NA 9jA **

• NOllywOOd OuR OwN **

• StudENt FIlMS

• SHORt StudENt FIlMS

hollywood
istanbul

dubai

port harcourt



ion in port harcourt
IONIFF is one-of-a-kind touring film festival, celebrating diversity and unity, art and culture from Hollywood to Dubai 
to land in Port Harcourt for its 6th annual celebration

ON NOLLYWOOD
Nollywood is Nigeria’s booming film industry and the world’s second largest producer of movies. Unlike Hollywood and 
Bollywood, Nollywood movies are made on shoe-string budgets of time and money. An average production takes just 10 days 
and costs approximately $15,000. Yet in just 13 years, nollywood has grown from nothing into a $250 million 
dollar-a-year industry that employs thousands of people. The Nollywood phenomenon was made possible 
by two main ingredients: Nigerians’ creativity and entrepreneurship.

In the late 1980’s and early 1990’s, Nigeria and other African cities faced growing epidemics of crime and insecurity. Movie 
theatres closed as people became reluctant to be out on the streets after dark. Videos for home viewing imported from the 
West and India were only mildly popular. Nigerians saw an opportunity to fill the void with products of their own.

Experts credit the birth of Nollywood to a businessman who needed to unload thousands of blank tapes and to the 1992 video 
release of Living in Bondage, a movie with a tale of the occult that was an instant and huge selling success. It was not long 
before other would-be producers jumped on the bandwagon.

Today some 300 producers churn out movies at an astonishing rate-somewhere between 500 and 
1,000 a year. Nigerian directors adopt new technologies as soon as they become affordable. Bulky videotape cameras gave 
way to their digital descendents, which are now being replaced by HD cameras. Editing, music and other post-production 
work is done with common computer-based systems. The movies go straight to DVD and VCD discs.

30 new titles are delivered to Nigerian shops and market stalls every week, where an average film sells 50,000 copies. A hit 
may sell several hundred thousand copies. Discs sell for two dollars each, making them affordable for most Nigerians.

port HARcOuRt is the ideal host city
For ion´s First tiMe in aFriCa
a  l a n d  o f  e n e r g y
blessed with endless natural beauty,
resources and expanding creativity

tHE ONgOINg EFFORtS tO AcHIEVE SuStAINAblE
d e v e L o P M e n t  i n  r i v e r s
Fully AlIgN wItH ION´S MISSION tO pROMOtE
glObAl AwARENESS, pEAcE ANd uNIty
tHroUGH art, CULtUre and Movies
inspiring new messages from the region
sHiFtinG PeoPLe´s PerCePtions 
about the niger delta, NIgERIA ANd AFRIcA



ion timelines
IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09 

1St ApRIl
festival call for entries begins

15tH juNE
instructors announcements for hands on workshops + technical sessions 
30tH july
online enrollment for workshops begins

31St AuguSt
finalize jury’s selection

30tH SEptEMbER
closing of worldwide + nigerian submissions

25tH OctObER
announcement of ioniff official selection + honorary mentions

9tH dEcEMbER
opening gala for IONIFF PORTHARCOURT09 

9th • 12th december
film screenings + workshops + networking events + parties + much more

12tH dEcEMbER
closing gala + awards night 

For further information please contact the Omcomm team at ion@omcomm.org

Nollywood producers make movies that offer audiences characters they can identify with in stories that relate to their everyday lives. 
Western action-adventures and Bollywood musicals provide little that is relevant to life in African slums or remote villages.

Nollywood stars are native Nigerians. Nollywood settings are familiar. Nollywood plots depict situations that people understand 
and confront daily.

The appeal stretches far beyond Nigeria. Nollywood movies are proving popular all over English-speaking Africa and have 
become a staple on African television. Nigerian stars have become household names from Ghana to Zambia to Malawi and 
beyond. The last few years have seen the growing popularity of Nollywood movies among African diaspora in both Europe 
and the Americas.

nollywood’s rise represents a unique cultural movement: african stories are finally being told by africans themselves



Omcomm Ltd is a communication and development agency that operates in Africa with its base in Nigeria. We offer a unique 
selection of services which stem-off our diverse blend of expertise in communication, corporate social responsibility and 
economic development. We are different from other communication agencies. For us it is a lot more than a profession, it is 
about what we believe. We at Omcomm identify communication as the key tool to inform + position + promote + achieve core 
development goals + create a bottom-line impact. We are committed to build a fair and productive internal and international
image for Nigeria. Omcomm  is the official producer of IONIFF PORT HARCOURT09.

omcomm  OFFERS SERVIcES wItH tHE HIgHESt INtERNAtIONAl StANdARdS AS A lOcAl pARtNER 

Our vision is to contribute to the transformation + development + growth of Nigeria and the African continent through our 
passion, commitment and our combined professional talents.

We aspire to transfer our skills and support the development of local talents through all the projects we engage in. 

ion past events

www.omcomm.org

HoLLywood 07
d u b a i 0 8
PORTHArCOurt09
i s t a n b u l 1 0

about omcomm



PORTHARCOURT09

I O N I F F
a  f e s t i v a l 
f o r t h e  p e o p l e
with the people

www.ionfilmfestival.com


